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The Peshwa had already decided what punishment the
king should impose on the Pant Sachiv. The latter had,
it seems, with Shahu's acquiescence, but without any formal
sanad occupied the forts of Tung and Tikona and the
country round them. The Peshwa's troops issuing from
Poona in two columns seized simultaneously Tung, Tikona
and Sinhgad. The first two forts were occupied without
resistance. Sinhgad had to be stormed by the Peshwa's
lieutenant Jivaji Ganesh Khasgiwala. Having made himself
master of these three fortresses, the minister advised the
king to remove Sinhgad from the Pant Sachiv's control
and entrust it to Balaji; and in its place to issue to the
disgraced noble formal sanads for Tung and Tikona. The
Pant Sachiv bowed to the royal order and obtained his
release. Tarabai, her scheme brought to nought, went
nursing her anger to Satara fort, resolved at no matter
what cost to avenge the defeat which she had just suffered.

Having thus baffled the old queen, the Peshwa turned
his attention to the Pratinidhi. At Ramraja's coronation
Jagjivan the Pratinidhi was still in prison and to punish
him for his adhesion to Sakwarbai, he was degraded from
his office and his brother Bhavanrao raised to it instead.
When Raghuji Bhosle escorted Ramraja to Poona, he
interceded for the unlucky noble and obtained from the
Peshwa a reluctant consent to his release. Balaji, however,
was determined not to restore Jagjivan to the Pratinidhi-
ship and was also resolved to render for the future the
occupant of that office harmless. He ordered Jagjivan to
surrender all his possessions. Jagjivan sullenly acquisced
and sent Yamaji Shivdev to arrange for the rendition of
Sangola* and Mangalvedhe, the chief strongholds of the
Pratinidhi's power. Yamaji Shivdev, however, had no
intention of handing over to the Peshwa his former
master's lands, Ho decided to oppose Balaji by force of
arms and in the end to yield to Ramraja in person. lii
this way ho hoped to foment such ill-feeling as existed

is in tho Sholapur district.l